Terms English Definition Chinese Definition
An application that is no longer pending.
Applications can go abandoned because the  |JEFFHITE: LR HITE A B AL T-FF 8 HORES
abandoned applicant expressly abandons them, or o BHHTE NN, W EE A
application because the applicant failed to respond toa  |FR/RF LRI HWE, B0 T HE A RE

final rejection. A parent application of often,
but not always, abandoned when a child
application is filed.

HAREEL. S RiEgatz)a,
HEZN, (HIFARER, BRIRFEH.

active patent

A patent that is still in force; i.e,, it has not
lapsed or gone abandoned.
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allowable claims

A claim that is deemed allowable by the
patent office. Each claim of a patent
application can be allowed or rejected
independently of all other claims.
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angel investor

An affluent individual who provides capital
for a business start-up, usually in exchange
for convertible debt or ownership equity.
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apparatus claim

A claim to a physical thing, such as a machine
or a chemical composition. This contrasts
with method claims, which are drawn to steps
in a process.
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A filing for a patent. A utility application can
have a status of pending or abandoned. A
formal patent application has a specification,
usually at least one claim, and usually at least
one page of drawing. The specification usually

AL ARG . AL A B AT BEAL T4
LB FRES . — N IEB LR iR
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application has a title and the following sections: field of e AT A g e b R
the art, background, short description of the Tﬁ%#ﬁﬁ%iﬁ H f; l;IﬂL E?;?f S\%gk
drawing, detailed description, and examples. |’ P, ARER. " "

i - Al RE A J LB A — 5K
A provisional application can be very short,
having perhaps only a few paragraphs and a
drawing.

application filing T.he date on thh an apph?atlon is filed. LR FRIESEAZ T H . S H H A Ab T
Filed applications are pending. SR

(e (e, owmershin) in a patent aptication |21 A: AR E AT 5500345

g - p)Ih & paten’ abp AN, AR BRI 1A
or a patent has been transferred.
best mode The best way that an inventor knows how to | BN JITE (1) 0] 52 3 8 BH 11

practice his invention.

T

boutique law firm

A small (usually then than 20 attorneys) law
firm that specializes in a particular area of
law.
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child application

An application that claims priority to one or
more parent applications.

THIE: R A AR HHE L SER
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CIP application

A child application that contains additional
disclosure relative to the parent. CIP
applications have multiple priority dates, one
to the filing date of the parent with respect to
subject matter disclosed in the parent, and
another to the filing date of the CIP with
respect to the additional disclosure (termed
"new matter").
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claim drafting

The writing of patent claims, especially with
an eye to broadly protecting a patentable
invention.

BESERBMER, Rl RER T Z R
ARSI AW

claims

Numbered sentences following the patent
specification, which define the scope of the
claimed invention(s). Each claim covers a
slightly different but overlapping scope.
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co-inventor

An inventor that shares inventorship with
another person. Intentional failure to list a co-
inventor on a patent application may render
any ensuing patent unenforceable.

HFEEN: SN R E SR
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Placing something into the stream of
commerce. Patent and patent applications can
be commercialized in many different ways,

AL KRRV LA
AR IE AT DA LLVE 2 A A 7 3R AT g kAL,

commercialize including selling the patent or application, . b s L v §
licensing the underlying technology, or selling @gzgigfmgg;i%i?g%g@ HBA
products or services that utilize the oo 8 HH= °
technology.
An embodiment of an invention that is
commercially significant. There are almost Bl R ATI T 2 LA TR B b
always many embodiments that are o Al . PRy
S 1o JLPAEAR A5
commercially viable |technically feasible, but commercially EQ*EI‘WJ LT ‘Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂiiﬁﬂjﬁﬁk
. : it 5, RN EIFAEREE, BREESHH
solution unimportant. One of the goals of patent

drafting is to secure for the applicant patent
rights to as many of the commercially viable
embodiments as possible.
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The term is strictly construed to mean a child
application that supersedes the parent
application. The USPTO used to refer to these
continuations as FWC (file wrapper
continuations) and used to issue a new serial
number. The office then changed the name to
RCE (Request for Continuing Application) and
continued prosecution without changing the

A HITE : ZARIE RS R RO T B
REEHIG .

2 [E R R 8 200 1% e SiE 452 H B FRONFWC (
YHEES) HEHRT—AIHNFIS. 2
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;On:;::;:::n serial number. The latest incarnation is called | 1) {HA&7E # B AT ST A5 FHi)
PP a CPA (Continuing Patent Application), which |fL & #F7 CPA (FFE:LFIHE) , Al
also uses the same serial number as the HEIEMFERFIS, HEIAER A
parent, but now there is no pretense that the |4k%EHiE&A & BEHIEN — ML
continuing application is anything other than |“FF&E 5" — A 5 A N\ H B a6 4k 4k
areincarnation of the parent. The term W, EEHE, AR gksHig.
"continuing application” somewhat
confusingly includes continuations,
divisionals, and continuations-in-part.
A spin-off from an existing application. \ \ . \
Pospsible daughter applicaiiorr)lrs) are L \M%ﬁ i %E qj?j\ A LIRS EE L ?I
daughter application REf) 7 G R HE, REHTE, FIES

divisionals, continuations, and continuations-
in-part.

ARSI .

dependent claims

A claim that is dependent on at least one
other claim. The limitations of a dependent
claim are those contained within the
dependent claim, as well as all limitations
contained within any claims upon which the
dependent claim is directly or indirectly
dependent. Thus, if claim 3 is dependent on
claim 2, and claim 2 is dependent on claim 1,
then claim 3 contains all the limitations of
claims 1, 2, and 3.
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This term usually refers to information that
an inventor provides to a patent attorney or
agent to assist in writing a patent application.

etk ARV L R R W R A i Bl
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disclosure The term can also refer to informationina  [1ZA L A] DR & R 8 H AR SO BI1E S
patent or other document that is used as prior|# F/E£1 5% LS $E58 1L R G LA HA
art against a later filed patent application. o
A child application having the same

divisional specification as, and claiming priority to, a ?J‘% H i%i:“ #4‘\?1‘5 | H i%ﬂﬁ'%ﬂ\:%ﬂ H

application parent application. A divisional is usually I‘T'E?fﬁ [FE S, gk A B i E‘Jﬁ:ffﬁﬂ o
employed to prosecute claims that were 53 58 FRTE A FH R 4% 2 HR 1 MBE H T R R] 5
withdrawn or cancelled from the parent. 5 WUH AR K .
Amount charged for writing the text of a

) patent application. The term is also R BEERMHRIECAKEN. ZK
drafting charges

sometimes used to mean costs associated
with preparation of the drawing.
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The figures of a patent. Technically there is

drawing only one drawing, even though the drawing | & RIHI . MU, —ANERBFIERE
may extend over several pages. — B, AR E TRl ) Ll K.
Words or phrases of a patent claim that refer | ; N . . RN
toa pOI‘tiOI:’I of the subjzct matter being 75%% ﬁ&#ﬁﬂﬁj\%*%ﬂ%? E/“J Hﬁ%lﬁjﬂ
elements claimed. Thus, in a claim to a chair, the El}é; LH:’. EXE*@?E"JH%U?&QE*;KE%
elements may be the legs, seat, arms, back, il U\E*ﬁf%aﬁ’ R, RF BT #
: R ’ T @, DUSCGERSRAE
coverings, connectors, and so forth.
Implementation of an idea. Embodiments can
be actual (in which case the technology is St — AR S . S PT LA S
used in the physical world), or constructive |BRri (FEXFMEFH T, HARLEISLH T 4
embodiment (in which case the law deems an embodiment |{£ ) B BN (FEXFHER T, EEHA
to have been made by virtue of one having | JASZHfil /A 7E 2 T C&RAL T EA R
filed a patent application with an adequately |40 T3 #& 1 E R ) .
detailed disclosure).
enforceability The ability to prevail against an infringer ina |J$0AT1%: 7EVZ: Rt LA & FUZ A AR VR R
court of law on a claim of patent infringement.| £, 7 PLIEVAGE
The person at the patent office who reviews
examiner the prior art, and makes determinations as to | L8 £ 51: LR RN 52 RIA A,

patentability. Examiners are not concerned
with enforceability.

T AT L AT g . T A A AR
BRI AT AT

expired patent

A patent that is past the end of its life span. In
the United States, patents issuing from
applications filed after June 7, 1995, have a
life span extending for 20 years from their
earliest claimed priority date, plus whatever
extensions may apply.

TR EFR . EEE, 1995FE6 H7HULLEHE
ZHIHE RIS E R, A R0HE NI 5 H
BIPLs H I 5204, Hhn FAR(TaER .

family

A group of at least two patents and/or patent
applications that are linked by virtue of
priority claims to one another. A patent family
often has three or more "generations".

BRI o2/ RAN /8L A A
B, PSR IR . — L AIR
BB H A=A ECEZ .

filing costs

Filings fees plus charges for completion and
submission of the various papers that
accompany a patent application.

A HERI B HRIE B DL SE RN A
M) 7 B AR SO 2

The date that a patent application is
considered to have been received by the

RAZHW: LR HIFHOAT N Ca gk AR

filing date patent office. The filing date is the same as the [ Z|FI H#H. G0 EE R FEHF 0050 B i
priority date if there is no priority claim. » U RE HIR SRS B AR
filing fee The fee charged by the patent office to accept ST, A ) AL ] 3 ) 2

a patent application for processing.

o

foreign application

An application that is filed outside of the
country having original filing. Thus, if a patent
is originally filed in the United States and
later in Japan, the Japanese application is a
foreign application.
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formal application

An application other than a provisional
application. This usually means a utility or
PCT application. Formal applications must
have at least one claim, whereas a provisional
application need not have any claims.

IEAHE: AR IR HT G . X
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green fields
patenting

A patenting strategy that focus not on what
the inventor thinks he invented, but on what
the inventor (or assignee) wants to stop
others from doing.

EREPLA]: R LA, AGERER A
AR T A4, TR (BZiL
N AEBHAE A4

“in force” patent

A patent that has not been invalidated, by
expiration (reached the end of its life span),
by lapsing (failure to pay a maintenance fee),
or invalidated by a court or the patent office.

AREH: —DEALBERN, BIRAE
B GERLAEIRD , RE ORISR
P BAGEBE B LA R4 e N

grandchild

An application that claims priority to both a

application parent application, and a parent of the parent. ?&gfﬁ Tj?f’/‘ln\ éﬂj Eﬁ( iia L

H X H o
. An embodiment of an invention that was not . SO, N
improvement Bt AR HR U MR 35 R R ) ST o

disclosed in a prior application.

independent claims

A claim that is not dependent on any other
claim. All of the limitations of the claim are
therefore contained within the independent
claim.

TST BRI ESR s A AR AT AR AN 22
SRIECRIEE K . BRI, 2 BURI SR 1 A PR
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informal application

A provisional application. Such applications
are informal in that, among other things, they
do not need to include any patent claims.

ARIEFARTE: I g . XL g2k
IR, BOA, Hn, AT EE AR
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invalidated patent

A patent that can no longer be used as a basis
for bringing a patent infringement action. In
many cases some, but not all, claims in a
patent are invalidated.

TR LA ASRER ADREAT L ANIR BRI
LR FEVFZHRT, EARIAAEL,
B BRI R4 e N TE R

invention

An idea that is new, useful, and non-obvious
over the prior art. Years ago the patent office
required a working model or other evidence
that the idea was actually reduced to practice
before a patent would issue. Currently, mere
ideas can be patented as long as the patent
application can describe to one of ordinary
skill in the art (the technology field) how to
make and use the claimed invention.

KW SUAERME, B—F¥e, AH
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invention-centered
approach

A strategy that focuses on claiming an
invention by its technical merits, rather than a
market-centered approach.

PR B g ot SR . — P B Tl SR %A
TR EEAR SR NG, A ATz o
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A person who conceived or helped conceive off
an invention. A patent application can name
multiple inventors. The head of a department,
or other person who might well be listed on a
journal article, is only an inventor for patent
purposes if he/she actually contributed to the

K — R BRI —
AL UG ZNRAN —DERTTH
Tt NECHA AT RER I A S &, (H R

inventor conception of the invention. Similarly, a A/t 2T S B b0 B R AR T DT,
person who helped build a prototype isnot |4 A LLZ LRI RN . RALE, #BhE TR
necessarily an inventor, despite the fact that [BFJAA—E 2 KHAN, REMD /] 5e bbk
he/she may have contributed far more B N DTHRTE 22 AR J3FNR (] . A B3N AT BARL
physical effort and time than an inventor. FEARTIG P 51 7L & ) i e
Inventors can be listed on a patent application
in any order.
Intellectual Property, which is generally

P considered to include patent, trademark, ARG EE N EIELER, bR, R

copyright, and trade secret rights.

B ALEE AL -

issuance of a

During the course of a patent prosecution, the
patent office sends out official notices
regarding claims that are being argued.
Sometimes the claims are allowed, and
sometime they are rejected. It is very common

RATHRLEA: AELA I, LARK
HH 2R T IEAE TR IAUR ZER I 1 s AT
AR BRI ZR B VE, AN PHELE. b

rejection to get rejections, and simply means that more |2 dEH 1), X A2 EWE T EMEZ T
work needs to be done to either amend the | TAEREARIER, B35 U IR & R RBUR
claims, or convince the patent office that the |Z5K & 1] LA 0 VFIK .
claims are allowable.
A patent application that has gone abandoned
lapsed patent for failure to timely pay respond to take a KRB LR HE: IR BE AN R ZE 4T
application required action, such as respond to an office | &4 BFF LI E, 500H 5 5 &= W
action or pay a fee. BAT S
A patent that has gone abandoned for failure
lapsed patent

to timely pay issue fees.

RABIEA o TR BE SR ST AT 2% 1M 4
BEFIIE A

large entity

In the United States, an assignee that has at
least 500 employees. Many countries do not
distinguish between large and small entities.

RStk fESEE, 1A 25004 ) b 321k
No VP2 EZAX 7 KANEAE

license

Alicense is a contract or other legal
arrangement that gives a licensee (a person,
company, government or other entity) a right
to do something. In the case of patents, a
license provides a right under a particular
patent or set of patents. A license under one
patent does not necessarily mean that the
licensee can legally practice the claimed
invention. The reason is that the licensee
might also be infringing a claim of a different
patent.

Yl VAT TN (A, AF],
B A S HERE BRI ) 7 A B
fliE . MRS, YR mRIER—
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limitations

Patent claims are typically parsed into
phrases covering the different recited
elements. If a claim recites “a computer
having a power circuit, a processor, and a
memory”, that portion of the claim has three
limitations on the computer, namely that it
has (1) a power circuit, (2) a processor, and
(3) amemory”.

BRI s B FIASURI 2 SRd 5 mT AR AT 0 25 AN
[E TR TR IS . 0 SRR B SR BeAR « H,
HHEEEE, AP FIIEGE SN, B
DA AR ESR O TE AL B =N R
fil, BEEA (1) BJEHEK, 2) A
(3D 1FfiE2s.

market-centered
approach

A patenting strategy that focuses on claiming
the commercially viable embodiments that
preclude competition, rather than on the
technical merits of the invention. Compare
with invention-centered approach.

LT3 R B S s — b A F S
BT EOR G R ORY AT AAHERR 58 4+ (17 kb
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means-plus-function
claims

A claim that includes at least one element that
is defined by its function rather than a
physical limitation (e.g., "means for opening a
door" rather than "a door knob"). Means-plus-
function claims do not necessarily have to
include the term "means for".

FBONTIRERRIZE R — BRI EER, A fE
oA mHEIDIRE, MAZSERE, P
Xifgez B, ST PR AR —
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method claims

A claim drawn to steps in a process rather
than a physical thing per se. Method claims
usually begin each phrase with a word ending

DR E R —Foek i R v (20 B im A 2
SEMIAS B BRI R o TR R A

in "ing", such as "enclosing", or "providing" or |fHiEiH % Ll ing (IEFE) "45)E Bir G, #
"connecting". ﬁD"lEEH|7ﬂ"jZ“EfTETﬁ"jZ"EEﬁ%"
A type of method claim in which the applicant N | ST -
method of use claim |focuses on the manner in which something gi?f%%?ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁzggﬂggy %
H N |:|1:1

(often a pharmaceutical or machine) is used.

BLER) A 75 s

A monopoly is a situation where one entity
controls the rights to do something. For
example, if a pharmaceutical company has a
monopoly on selling a drug, then that

ZEWT R A AN SR O S BRI 1
o B, GRS 2 4 W] BT B 2

monopoly . %, 2% oy ) 2 ME— ] A B Z 2 A
company is the only one that can sell the drug. Al EEA R BN, (0 X
There are laws against monopolies in the YN o o
United States, but patents are an exception to
those laws.
A claim that is alternatively dependent upon |ZAMKEIIAFIER: —ANATEFKET
multiple dependent |more than one claim. A typical format would | £ AMBURE R AUAUR) R . HL RS R 20 2
claims be "A device according to any of claims 1, 3, 4,

or 7, in which ...."

MRAEBUMER 1,3,4807 FAE— T BE %, Horp

office action

A formal communication from the patent
office. Some office actions are favorable, some
are unfavorable (rejections and objections),
and some are informational only.

BTN SRE TR RMIEAIER. A8
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one year deadline

There are two one-year deadlines. A PCT
application can only claim priority to an
earlier filed application if the PCT application
is filed within one year of the earlier filed
application. Also, a provisional application
will go abandoned unless a formal application
is filed within one year of the provisional's
filing date, and claims priority to the
provisional.

—EEEUE B WA SRR R B
o —/MPCTHIE A Z ATHRAC M Hi Ja —4F
WIRAC, A RE4k AR Z A4 2 A HE IR SE AL
o AT, BRAFEIGIN B A JG —4F R AL
IEHTE, JF HESRE KIS KL 6
o IR E R R A

owned patents

Patents are initially owned by the inventor(s).
The ownership rights, however, are usually
assigned to a company, university or
government agency for commercialization
purposes. Patent rights can be split in many
ways, according to market, geography, time
span, or in myriad other ways.

Fg LR LMBRYTH R AT . E2
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parent claim

Patents and patent applications have both
independent and dependent claims.
Independent claims stand alone, while
dependent claims include all the limitations of
a parent claim from which they depend. Thus,
if claim 2 recites “The device of claim 1,
wherein ...”, then claim 2 is dependent on
claim 1 and includes all of the limitations of
claim 1. In that instance claim 1 is the parent
of claim 2.

BERURI SR . A0 ] i E A Az AT
L IR s VAL Y - o L YA P ]
M B ZE SRALFEAATT A A A 1 BEBUR 225K
MIPTAT R o AL, A0 ROBUR EER 258 AL
FERIMEE, Kb, ACRE R 2456
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An application which a daughter application

parent application |, BELRIHRIE: 4R DT HIENT B TR
is spun off. [ e
GHE,
A patent is basically a right to sue others for
making, using, selling, importing or exporting | &H: K&k ik, TFRZRF ki, #H,
something that falls within the scope of BEAE, B 1 TR SR VG N I
atent claimed subject matter. In the most basic B MR IFBN IR N IEA R JZE B
p sense, a patent is a deal struck with the , BRI SBUR A R — D . BB
government. An inventor discloses the details |#& | —IUK 40T, BUFE T %K HA R
an invention, and the government grantsa | [{JZE WAL,
limited monopoly to that invention.
A person who has passed the patent bar with
the U.S. patent office, but has not passed the LRAREA: A O T EEERR K
. . : T = AJ
attorney bar of any state or District of Vike o, (HIBAE T M BB e
patent agent Columbia, and very likely did not go to law e A e B A T T B oy
X AR T , p o
school. Patent agents have all the same rights Eggﬁg%ﬂﬁzfﬁiiﬁgigﬁgﬁg
and responsibilities as patent attorneys with égﬂ T 25 4 ] @%*ﬂ%ﬂ;ﬂ%&
respect to dealings with the patent office. - - e
An application for a patent. Patent
L applications are “pending” until they are LR NIRB LRI HiE. LA
patent application

either abandoned, or they mature into a
patent.
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patent attorney

A person who has passed the patent bar, as
well as the attorney bar of one of the states or
District of Columbia.

BRI AT RS, Jf HiE
T AN B ERAG AR DT B 4% 25 1
N

The person or persons who draft the patent
application. Even though the inventor may

patent drafter assist in the process, the task of correctly ;T%ﬁff g%i%ﬁigijgiﬂifég
drafting a patent application ultimately falls % éﬁ%%ﬁ S RV A A H
to the responsible patent attorney or agent. HES S
An office that files a large number of patent
applications, with an emphasis on quantity | R | N
. rather than quality. Patent mills can make TALLS SN ) 2
patent mill millions of dollars per year, while providing | B 5??%{%?@7{ Wik TAIL) e
’ L y =
almost universally bad results for their T%g??ﬁ?igmgﬁg AR
unsuspecting victims. z e e
A search undertaken to determine whether,
or how broadly, an idea can be patented.
Documents relevant to patentability are AL RIMRZe: T U0 2 02 LU i e 75T
called “references”. Patentability searches . Y o ot e
PL, Brrl £ ) AMEVEIRTS
should usually be undertaken by inventors é%uﬁiéiiﬁfgiézﬁi%ﬁi@}
- and their patent attorneys or agents before o At v s N i
patentability search patent applications are even drafted, and in FEre RSB N R R A
. ’ M e A AR 5 R iE AT #EAT, JFE
any event patentability searches are always TSR R, BRI RE E%iﬁf e
undertaken by the patent office in o ’ o IR
o 1)’ 7t N S 5
determining patentability. Patentability AT AR RIPER AR e R AR T Sk &
searches are entirely different from right-to-
practice searches.
An idea that is new, useful and non-obvious
over the prior art (i.e., over what is already BRI —AIAERA (O
known), and that is sufficiently definite in the | . s - .
mind of the inventor(s) that it can be enabled \*) ﬁ’ﬁ - E%{? . ﬁ@ Eﬁ*ﬂfﬂﬁﬁ% L8
. L o [V IR HAE RN S AR R R B
(i, described in an adequate level of detail) in D25 T-7F ] H s e A i B R E7E R
patentable idea a patent application. Years ago the patent

office required a working model or other
evidence that the idea was actually reduced to
practice before a patent would issue.
Currently, however, mere ideas can be
patented.

HIE A LW EA g ) o BT, TR
JR i B A AR R s A e R ], 2T
HIRAG BT, XA LSy b 28 3 H 31 Sk
. (22, HAT, ORI LERE L
Ho

patentable invention

Same thing as patentable idea.

LA E]: WA RIEE

patent office

The national or regional authority charged
with receiving and processing patent
applications. In the United States the patent
office is the USPTO.

LRIJF: TR A T 5 R HA 3 A R Bk
WX EEHTT. fEEE, TRFHLUSPTO.




The back and forth arguing between the
patent applicant (or practitioner) and the
patent office prior to an application being
issued or abandoned. Unless an application is

LR EH A AL R BN 2 AT
BAHRIEN (BN G 5EFR] R ZE

patent prosecution [speeded up in some way, patent prosecution [ [E14+ig. FRARCAF ROy Ao B, 7w
can often take three or more years. Current | &F| 8 2 AE 4 75 2 = AF e KN E] . H AT
statistics can be found at 41T 7] AAEhttp: / /www.uspto.gov/da
http://www.uspto.gov/ shboards/patents/main.dashxmlt F .
dashboards/patents/main.dashxml.
A U.S. patent provides the owner with the
ight to st thers f king, using, .
selling, importing and exporting with respect | < 1P MR 0L 118
. to thegélairrr)led aria of tecrilnology. P Jt{iﬁ,}\ﬁ%]]iﬁ, ﬁfﬁ , BifE, AL Eﬁﬁ
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Interestingly, having a patent does not
necessarily mean that the owner can practice
the technology. It simply means that the
owner has a right to sue others for doing so.
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PCT

Patent Cooperation Treaty; an international
treaty signed by the United States, and
administered by WIPO. The PCT receiving
office for the United States is the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). Patent
applications are examined through the PCT
procedures, but the PCT never issues any
patents.

LRIEVE4Y) (PCT) « — M HEESEIT

FHWIPOR # (1) [E brsk 2. 2 EMPCTZ 3 )5
FEELFMEIRD (USPTO) o LF|HiE

WL PCTRE P AT H &, (HPCTIHASURAT A
LR,

petition to make
special

A formal petition before the USPTO to speed
up processing of a patent application based
upon satisfaction of particular requirements.
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POSITA or PHOSITA

A Person of Ordinary SKkill In The Art.
Generally speaking, this is a hypothetical
person who knows everything that is known
in the field of an invention, anywhere in the
world, at any time prior to the filing or other
priority date of an application, and who has
only an ordinary level of creativity. Ideas that
would have been obvious to such a
hypothetical person should be rejected by the
patent office on the grounds of obviousness.
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preferred
embodiment

A preferred implementation of the subject
matter of a patent or patent application.
Patent applicants in the United States are
required to satisfy the "best mode"
requirement, which means that they must
describe whatever implementation of the
claimed invention(s) that they consider to be
"best" at the time that the application is filed.

DLty 3 R 8L A B T e
ST 3o 5% B A A F S N R 0 A e
B ER, KRR A 1L A IR T
FESRACHIR IR “ B U ) St 2SR R W K 7 3

o




primary application

The oldest formal application in a family of
patent applications. Subsequent (secondary)
applications in the family usually focus on
various subsets of the disclosure of the
primary application.
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prior art

Knowledge that is sufficiently close to the
claimed subject matter that it is considered to
be relevant to patentability. Prior art can be
USor foreign patents, newspaper, journal or
other publicly accessible documents, web
pages, advertisements, and so forth. Prior art
is defined by statute (35 U.S.C. § 102) for
purposes of determining anticipation, but is
slightly different for purposes of determining
obviousness.
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priority; priority
date

A legal fiction by which something is treated
as if it had occurred earlier in time. The
claims of a divisional patent application, for
example, have a filing date of the divisional
application, but for purposes of determining
patentability are treated as if that filing date
were the filing date of the parent application.
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A sample or model built to test a concept or
process. A working prototype of an invention
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provope o vestedts e apentonlstonan gy G o,
emy P yine TR GO,
invention.
An informal patent application. Provisional
applications are never examined. Unless they
rovisional are used as a parent in a formal application, [IGEFiE: IGEBIEASHEH A, BRIEAA]
: lication they are microfilmed and placed into storage |7£1EZNHE 4 F/ERERE, &I
pp at the on-year anniversary. In the latter case | —# /5 A IR A K . 7RI PR L
the provisional is then considered to be I HE A AP T G T
"dead" (expired).
RCE See Request For Continued Examination. 55 ] A R AT SR
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contain the essence of the idea or system.
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rejected claims

Claims that the examiner considers to be
unpatentable over the prior art, either
because the claims are anticipated, obvious,
and/or for some other reason. Claims that are
merely objected to, rather than rejected,
contain a technical defect that can usually be
overcome relatively easily.
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During patent prosecution, the patent office
typically issues a non-final office action, and

SREEH AR ELAME AR, LARE

Request For then a final office action. To get another two A RS RATAR R B, AR A
Continued bites at the apple, an inv.entogr attorney or il 9 FEAERALS, RIIA, R
Examination PP ' " AREE AT DL B $R A2 AR 82 o A 5K, IR

agent can simply file a Request For Continued |, ;.
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Examination, and pay additional fees.

A statement by the patent office that the

pending claims are deemed to address more |FR#HIZR: LF] 5k H A, YECRZERE
restriction than one invention. Restriction requirements |} 2 UK B . X4 Fi 35 SRR B R &3 772
requirement are very commonly issued where an applicant|, SRR B REF % 285 B 1, PR Z R

has some claims directed to a method and
some claims directed to an apparatus.
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retained patents

Patents are usually assigned to a company,
university or government for
commercialization. An inventor can, of course,
keep ownership of a patent, and try to
commercialize it himself. Such patents are
“retained” by the inventor.
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right-to-practice
search

A search undertaken to determine whether
practice of a given technology will likely
infringe the patent rights of another.
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royalty

Money or other value, usually paid to a patent
holder in exchange for a license to a patent.
Royalties are typically paid monthly or
quarterly, and can be fixed fee, scheduled fee,
or dependent on sales or other conditions.
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scope of equivalents

A patent claim covers both that which is
literally encompassed by the language of the
claim, and also that which is equivalent. The
idea behind the doctrine of equivalents is that
an infringer should not be able to circumvent
a patent claim by making an insubstantial
modification.
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small entity

In the United States, an assignee that has less
than 500 employees. Many countries do not
distinguish between large and small entities
with respect to fees.
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target claiming

A claiming strategy in which an independent
claim recites a broad subject matter, and
dependent claims recite successively
narrower subsets of that subject matter.
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tautological claiming

A claiming strategy that uses logically related
terms and concepts to claim all commercially
viable choices.
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USPTO

United States Patent and Trademark Office
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utility application

A patent application that claims a useful
invention. Contrasts with a design
application, which claims the ornamental
appearance of something.
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Venn diagram

A diagram that uses circles and ovals to
represent applications of set theory.
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white space

The conceptual space around an idea, which
is not already known by others.
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white space

A patenting strategy that seeks to claim all the
commercially viable white space around an
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WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization. TR 2 A 2R




